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reater Fort Lauderdale’s well-integrated 
preK-20 educational system provides a 
strong foundation for the 

region’s high quality of life, offering 
programs to meet the individual 
learning styles of students and 
their families.  Along with excellent 
public, independent and private 
schools, the region’s colleges, 
universities and vocational facilities 
are committed to creating career 
opportunities and building a skilled 
workforce.

BROWARD COUNTY 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Broward County Public Schools 
(BCPS) is the sixth-largest public 
school system in the nation and the 
second-largest in Florida. BCPS is 
Florida’s first fully accredited school 
system since 1962. BCPS serves more than 271,500 
students and approximately 175,000 adult students 

in 241 schools, centers and technical colleges, and 
89 charter schools. BCPS is committed to excellence 

in education and was honored in 
2018 as the first district in the U.S. 
to receive the Cambridge District 
of the Year distinction. The award 
recognizes a district for attaining 
high academic achievements 
among students participating 
in Cambridge programs and 
for increasing Cambridge 
opportunities across the district.
 BCPS serves a diverse 
population with students 
representing 204 countries 
and regions, and 191 different 
languages. All district schools, 
K-12, are accredited by AdvancED, 
a global leader in advancing 
educational excellence. 
 BCPS students are college 

and career ready with graduates consistently 
accepted into the nation’s most prestigious colleges 

and universities and earning millions of dollars in 
scholarships. In 2019, approximately 1,800 BCPS 
seniors earned the Florida Academic Scholars 
Bright Futures Scholarship, which pays 100 percent 
of Florida public college or university tuition.  In 
addition, approximately 1,800 seniors earned the 
Medallion level Bright Futures Scholarship, which 
pays 75 percent of tuition to a Florida public college 
or university.  Approximately 1,400 seniors earned 
the Gold Seal Vocational and/or the Florida CAPE 
scholarship, which pays a portion of tuition.
 The district has more than 14,350 full-time 
instructional staff members. The average experience 
of a Broward teacher is approximately 14 years, and 
about approximately half of all BCPS teachers hold 
advanced degrees (master’s, specialist or doctorate). 

Career, Technical, Adult &
Community Education
Dozens of BCPS career and technical education 
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Highly regarded institutions meet the educational needs 
of students, families, businesses and communities

An Integrated Array 
of Learning, Skill 
Building and Career 
Opportunities

EDUCATION
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More than 375,000 
college and university 
students call South 
Florida home.
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pathways engage students in learning technical, 
industry-based certification and employability skills 
to be college and career ready. Whether learning 
a trade, computer coding, building a robot, or 
catering an event, BCPS students learn skills that 
will launch their life-long career interest. Offered 
in middle school, high school, adult education, 
and three technical colleges. Over 14,000 industry 
certifications were earned by BCPS students last 
year, leading to college credit, apprenticeship and 
job placement. 
 BCPS also offers adult education programs that 
include: General Education Development (GED), 
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), 
Family/Intergenerational Literacy, and Adults with 
Disabilities.

Business-Specific Education
Broward Technical Colleges (Atlantic, McFatter and 
Sheridan) offer state-of-the-industry equipment 
and facilities, informed and skilled faculty and 
industry-credentialed educational programs. 
A majority of the programs can be completed 
in a year (Career in a Year). Online learning 
opportunities are available in a variety of workforce 
education programs to better serve the needs of 
students who require flexible scheduling options. In 
addition, the Broward Technical Colleges provide 
business training solutions on eight campuses to 
address specific training needs and schedules. The 
District’s industry partners have honored many 
career and technical education programs with state 
and national awards of excellence.

Seamless Education
BCPS high school and adult students may 
earn post-secondary college credits toward 
industry-recognized technical certificates and 
degrees. Career and technical education, magnet 
programs, College Academy @ Broward College, 
technical dual enrollment and smaller learning 
communities provide students with rigorous 
and relevant curriculum to help meet their 
individual goals.
 For more information about Broward County 
Public Schools programs, visit browardschools.
com and browardtechnicalcolleges.com. Follow 
BCPS on Twitter @browardschools and Facebook 
at facebook.com/browardschools, and download 
the free BCPS mobile app. 

Photo by Jock Fistick - South Florida Business Journal

alliancespotlight

President & CEO, Broward Health
Gino Santorio

“Education is the cornerstone to a 
  community’s success, and students 
  in South Florida have access to 
  exceptional academic opportunities 
  that can provide rewarding careers 
  across a variety of industries. Broward 
  Health is proud to partner Greater 
  Fort Lauderdale’s highly rated public 
  and private schools, as well as 
  regional higher education institutions.” 

A One-Stop Educational Website
A new Alliance website – GFLedu.org – presents a one-stop comprehensive look at education in Greater Fort 
Lauderdale/Broward County, including public and private, pre-K through postgraduate programs.  Visitors can 
view educational institutions in different parts of the county and see student, alumni and teacher achievements, 
testimonials from local business leaders, videos that bring education initiatives to life, and much more. Key partners included Broward County Public Schools, private 
K-12 schools including Pine Crest School, and higher education institutions including Broward College, Florida Atlantic University and Nova Southeastern University. 

http://www.browardschools.com
http://www.browardschools.com
http://www.browardtechnicalcolleges.com
http://www.facebook.com/browardschools
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Independent and Private Schools 
Greater Fort Lauderdale has more than 60 private 
and independent schools that meet a variety of 
student academic and personal needs. More than 
30,000 children in Broward attend non-public 
schools, which offer programs from early childhood 
education through 12th grade. These schools 
welcome calls for information and are happy to 
arrange family visits to their campuses. Many also 
offer bus transportation.
 Accredited non-public schools hold 
memberships in organizations such as the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS), the 
Florida Council of Independent Schools (FCIS), 
the Association of Independent Schools of Florida 
(AISF), the Florida Kindergarten Council (FKC), 
and several accrediting organizations for religious, 
proprietary and special needs programs. 
 For more information, see the chart on page 54.

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 
Several colleges and universities serve Greater 
Fort Lauderdale, including both state and private-
sector institutions offering associate, bachelor, 
master and doctoral degree programs.  More than 
35 institutions offer associate’s degrees or higher 
within 30 miles of Fort Lauderdale, including 
eleven with MBA degrees.  Many institutions also 
offer certificate or custom training programs that 
focus on workforce development and the needs of 
Broward employers.
 Here are profiles of several leading colleges and 
universities.

Broward College
Broward College is the oldest and largest institution 
of higher learning in Greater Fort Lauderdale, serving 
more than 68,000 students annually. With campuses 
throughout the region, it is the principal provider of 
undergraduate higher education for county residents, 
while attracting scholars from throughout the U.S. 
and more than 175 nations. It offers a dynamic 

THE PLACE TO LEARN
Broward County Public Schools

•  U.S. News & World Report consistently 
ranks BCPS high schools among the Best 
High Schools in the nation. The following 
BCPS traditional high schools ranked among 
the top 5,000 schools in the nation in 2019: 
Atlantic Technical High School, Broward 
Virtual School, Charles W. Flanagan High 
School, Cooper City High School, Coral 
Glades High School and Coral Springs 
High School, Everglades High School, Fort 
Lauderdale High School, J.P. Taravella High 
School, Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School, Monarch High School, Pompano 
Beach High School, South Plantation High 
School, West Broward High School and 
Western High School. 
•  12 BCPS school programs earned 
prestigious 2019 Magnet Schools of America 
National Merit Awards – Magnet Schools 
of Excellence and Magnet Schools of 
Distinction. 
•  Broward Virtual School (BVS), which has 
served Broward County students since 2001, 
is widely recognized as a top performing 
virtual school in the state.
•  The Linking Educational and Employment 
Outcomes (LEEO) is an industry partnership, 
project-based program that gives students 
real world career exposure and experience 
with emphasis on employability and 
workplace skills. Students can earn numerous 
career certifications including Microsoft 
Industry Certification at more than a dozen 
schools across the county. 
•  BCPS is a national leader in innovative 
educational initiatives, such as offering 
scholastic chess to all second grade students 
to develop critical thinking, problem-solving 
and social skills, plus access and support 

for K-12 chess clubs. Chess is provided in 
partnership with Chess4Life.  
•  BCPS offers the largest debate initiative 
in the world, with approximately 15,000 
students participating in debate programs in 
elementary, middle and high schools. BCPS 
students consistently earn local, state and 
national recognition for their debate skills. 
• 100% of BCPS high schools offer computer 
science courses and all schools participate 
in the Hour of Code, celebrating computer 
science by participating in coding activities.  
•  BCPS offers nearly 170 magnet and 
innovative programs at schools across the 
district. These programs are created around 
specific areas of interest and unique themes
•  BCPS students may choose from more 
career technical education options than ever 
before. In the 2019/20 school year, there are 
approximately 40 different career pathways 
offered across the district. These programs 
provide personalized pathways for students to 
earn industry level certifications and engage 
in work-based experiences to graduate career 
and college ready. 
•  BCPS continues to expand its Dual 
Language Program, with more middle 
schools participating in 2019/20. This year 
40 elementary and nine middle schools 
are offering the program for a total of 49 
participating schools, up from 42 last year. 
The Dual Language Program provides 
students with the opportunity to become fully 
bilingual by learning, listening, speaking, 
reading and writing in English and the target 
language. The Dual Language Program 
also promotes multicultural awareness and 
appreciation for other languages and cultures.

Photo Courtesy of Broward County Public Schools

BCPS STUDENT DIVERSITY 
(2018/2019)

• White: 51.2%

• Black: 40.4% 

• Asian: 3.8% 

• Multiracial: 3.7% 

• Native American or Alaskan Native: 0.7%

• Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander: 0.2%

• Multiracial: 3.7% 

• Hispanic: 34.7% 

• Non-Hispanic: 65.3%

Source: Broward County Public Schools, 
9/11/18 Benchmark Day Enrollment Report
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learning environment with campus-based and 
online educational and career programs, including 
certifications, associate and bachelor’s degrees, as well 
as technical and occupational training. 
 Broward College was recognized as a “finalist 
with distinction” for the 2017 Aspen Prize for 
Community College Excellence, the nation’s 
preeminent recognition of high achievement 
and performance in America’s community 
colleges. Broward College was selected from 
1,000 public community colleges nationwide for 
outstanding outcomes in student learning; certificate 
and degree completion.

Florida Atlantic University
Florida Atlantic University’s Davie campus 

offers more than 40 “2+2” degree programs 
in partnership with Broward College. The two 
institutions share the same campus, which is 
home for the innovative Teaching & Leadership 
Center. Graduate programs in education, public 
administration, and business, are available on 
the Davie campus as well.  FAU’s Dania Beach 
campus, also known as SeaTech, serves as a 
research and educational center for programs 
in ocean engineering. It is headquarters for 
the Southeast National Marine Renewable Energy 
Center. FAU is the most diverse institution in 

Photo Courtesy of Florida Atlantic University

World Class Faculty 
Demonstrate 
Educational Excellence 
Since 2006, the Greater Fort Lauderdale 
Alliance has showcased the high quality 
of Greater Fort Lauderdale’s integrated 
education system and the outstanding 
quality of the local workforce through 
several partnerships with educational 
institutions. One initiative is spotlighting 
South Florida’s “world-class” faculty by 
recognizing educators who are nationally or 
internationally known in their fields.  The 
following educators have been honored.  

• 2019 – Dr. 
Evangelos Kaisar, 
associate professor 
& director of the 
Freight Mobility 
Research Institute 
and the Multimodal 
Intelligent 
Transportation 
Systems Laboratory 
in the Department of 
Civil, Environmental 

and Geomatics Engineering at Florida 
Atlantic University. 
• 2018 – Dr. Manhar R. Dhanak, Professor 
& Director, Institute for Ocean and Systems 
Engineering at SeaTech, Department of 
Ocean and Mechanical Engineering, Florida 
Atlantic University in Dania Beach
• 2017 – Dr. Bob Speth in the Department 
of Pharmaceutical Sciences of the College of 
Pharmacy at Nova Southeastern University 
• 2016 – Dr. Nancy Klimas, Professor 
and Chair of the Department of Clinical 
Immunology in the College of Osteopathic 
Medicine at Nova Southeastern University
• 2015 – Dr. David Serrano, Biological 
Science/Environmental Science Bachelors 
Program at Broward College
• 2014 - Dr. Keith Van de Riet, Assistant 
Professor in the School of Architecture and 
Planning at Florida Atlantic University 
• 2013 - Dr. Nwadiuto Esiobu, Director of 
the Microbial Biotechnology Laboratory 
at the Davie campus, Florida Atlantic 
University
• 2012 - Dr. Pierre-Philippe Jean Beaujean, 
Associate Professor, Department of Ocean 
and Mechanical Engineering, Florida 
Atlantic University
• 2011 - Dr. Ann-Margaret Esnard, 
Professor and Director of the Visual 
Planning Technology Lab at Florida Atlantic 
University’s School of Urban and Regional 
Planning
• 2010 - Dr. Nan-Yao Su, Professor of 
Entomology at the Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences, University of Florida
 For more information about the 
Educational Excellence Builds Business 
campaign, go to g flalliance.org/
educationalexcellence

ENROLLMENT
Students enrolled in Broward County public schools (2018/2019)

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS 

Source: Broward County Public Schools, 
9/11/18 Benchmark Day Enrollment Report

Elementary Schools (K – 5): 94,864

High Schools (Grades 9 – 12): 70,358

Middle Schools (Grades 6 – 8): 48,804

Charter Schools: 45,919

Pre-K: 6,158 

Education Centers: 4,447

(Including Charters)

270,550
Total: 

Source: Broward County Public Schools, 2019/20

Elementary Schools: 135 (40.9%)
Charter Schools: 89 (26.9%) 
Middle Schools: 35 (10.6%) 
High Schools: 32 (9.7%) 

Adult/Vocational/Centers: 18 (5.5%)
Combination Schools: 11 (3.3%) 
ESE Agency Schools: 7 (2.1%)
Colleges: 3 (1%)

40.9%

26.9%
10.6%

9.7%

Dr. Evangelos 
Kaisar



EDUCATION

GFLA Economic Sourcebook 202054

Florida’s State University System. More than 50 
percent of its 30,000 students are classified as 
minority or international. Students can select a 
major from more than 170 degree programs, with 
courses taught by over 1,000 full-time faculty 
members. 

Keiser University
Keiser University is Florida’s second largest, 
private, not-for-profit university, serving nearly 
20,000 students at 20 Florida campuses, online, 
and internationally. Classes are offered during the 
day, evening and online to accommodate students’ 
schedules. Keiser offers associate’s, bachelor’s, 
master’s and doctoral degrees in high demand, 

career-related fields such as nursing, business, 
information technology, health care, biotechnology, 
culinary arts, education, and legal studies.  

Nova Southeastern University
Nova Southeastern University is the nation’s 
ninth largest independent university with 24,000 
students, more than 172,000 alumni, a 314-acre 
Fort Lauderdale-Davie campus, regional locations 
around Florida and the Caribbean, and a presence 
in nine countries around the world. NSU awards 
associate’s, bachelor’s, master’s, educational 
specialist, graduate, doctoral and first-professional 
degrees in more than 150 programs, including 
NSU’s new College of Allopathic Medicine (M.D. 

College). NSU is classified as a university with 
“high research activity” by the Carnegie Foundation 
for the Advancement of Teaching.

University of Phoenix 
University of Phoenix provides access to higher 
education opportunities that enable students 
to develop knowledge and skills necessary to 
pursue their professional goals, improve the 
performance of their organizations, and provide 
leadership and service to their communities. 
University of Phoenix has campuses in Fort 
Lauderdale and Miramar.
 For a more comprehensive list, see chart on 
page 56.

Top 25 Private Schools by Enrollment (Broward County)

Source: Greater Fort Lauderdale Alliance

American Heritage School Plantation 954-472-0022 ahschool.com PreK 3-12 2,400 $24,405-37,163

Saint Thomas Aquinas Fort Lauderdale 954-581-0700 aquinas-sta.org 9-12 2,200 $12,600

University School of 
Nova Southeastern University

Fort Lauderdale 954-262-4400 uschool.nova.edu PreK-12 2,000 $17,500-33,250

Calvary Christian Academy Fort Lauderdale 954-905-5100 ccaeagles.org PreK-12 2,000 $7,275-13,370

Pine Crest School Fort Lauderdale 954-492-4100 pinecrest.edu PreK-12 1,750 $22,840-33,500

North Broward 
Preparatory School

Coconut Creek 954-247-0179 nordangliaeducation.com PreK 3-12 1,650 $24,200-32,650

Archbishop McCarthy High School Southwest Ranches 954-434-8820 mccarthyhigh.org 9-12 1,586 $11,190-11,610

Cardinal Gibbons High School Fort Lauderdale 954-491-2900 cghsfl.org 9-12 1,100 $12,400

Westminster Academy Fort Lauderdale 954-771-4600 wa.edu PreK 2 - 12 905 $8,550-15,700

St. Gregory School Plantation 954-473-6261 saintgreg.org/ PreK 2-8 900 $8,475-8,825

The Sagemont School Weston 954-389-2454 sagemont.com PreK - 12 800 $10,350-19,250

St. David Catholic School Davie 954-472-7086 saintdavid.org PreK - 8 680 $7,432-8,107

St. Andrews Catholic School Coral Springs 954-752-3950 standrewscatholicschool.com PreK - 8 600 $7,450-7,580

St. Bonaventure Catholic School Davie 954-476-5200 stbonaventurechurch.com PreK - 8 600 $6,980-7,120

Chamanade-Madonna 
College Preparatory

Hollywood 954-989-5150 cmlions.org 9 - 12 575 $12,700-14,400

David Posnack Jewish  Day School Davie 954-583-6100    posnackschool.org K - 12 500 $19,175-23,675

Summit-Questa Montessori School Davie 954-584-3466 summitquesta.com PreK - 8 450 $12,200-13,350

St. Anthony Catholic School Fort Lauderdale 954-467-7747 saintanthonyschoolfl.org PreK 3 - 8 450 $8,900

St. Mark’s Episcopal School Fort Lauderdale 954-563-4508 saintmarks.com PreK 1 - 8 400 $9,500-18,550

Hollywood Christian School Hollywood 954-322-4375 hollywoodchristianschool.org PreK 3-12 331 $3,950-9,850

Gloria Dei Lutheran Academy Davie 954-475-8584 gloriadeiacademy.org Infant - 8 225 Varies

Fort Lauderdale Preparatory School Fort Lauderdale 954-485-7500 flps.com PreK-12 200 $9,925-12,425

Our Savior Lutheran School Plantation 954-370-2161 oursaviorplantation.org 18mos. - 8 200 $2,660-7,530

The Blake School Plantation 954-584-6816 blakeschool.org 3yrs - 8 180 $7,500-8,875

Glades Christian Academy Coral Springs 954-755-6405 gladeschristianacademy.com PreK2 - 7 120 $7,500-7,900

School City Phone Website Grades Enrollment Tuition
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http://www.ahschool.com
http://www.aquinas-sta.org
https://www.uschool.nova.edu
http://www.ccaeagles.org
http://www.pinecrest.edu
http://www.nordangliaeducation.com
http://www.mccarthyhigh.org
http://www.cghsfl.org
http://www.wa.edu
https://www.saintgreg.org/
http://www.sagemont.com
http://www.saintdavid.org
http://www.standrewscatholicschool.com
http://www.stbonaventurechurch.com
http://www.cmlions.org
http://www.posnackschool.org
http://www.summitquesta.com
http://www.saintanthonyschoolfl.org
http://www.saintmarks.com
http://www.hollywoodchristianschool.org
http://www.gloriadeiacademy.org
http://www.flps.com
http://www.oursaviorplantation.org
http://www.blakeschool.org
http://www.gladeschristianacademy.com
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SACS or Regionally Accredited Schools, Broward Technical Centers & Other Institutions

Bachelors, Masters, Doctorate Davie, Fort Lauderdale, Pembroke Pines 305-899-3956 barry.edu

Associates, Bachelors, Certificates, Custom Training 
Coconut Creek, Dania Beach, Davie, Fort 
Lauderdale, Hollywood, Pembroke Pines

Mildred Coyne
954-201-7811

mcoyne@broward.edu

Associates, Bachelors, Masters, Custom Training Fort Lauderdale, Miramar 954-499-9800 devry.edu

Bachelors, Masters, Doctorate, Certificates, Custom Training Dania Beach, Davie, Fort Lauderdale
Roberto Santiago
954-236-1003

rsantiago@fau.edu

Associates, Bachelors, Masters, Custom Training Fort Lauderdale 954-776-4456 keiser-education.com

Associates, Bachelors, Masters, Doctorate, Certificates, 
Custom Training

Davie, Fort Lauderdale 954-262-7202 ssaperst@nova.edu

Bachelors, Masters, Doctorate Davie 954-577-6300  flrec.ifas.ufl.edu

Bachelors, Masters, Certificates Miramar 844-937-8679 phoenix.edu

Educational Institution Locations Phone Website/EmailDegrees/Programs

SACS or Regionally Accredited Schools

KEISER
UNIVERSITY

Certificates, Custom Training Coconut Creek
Lynn Goldman
754-321-5728

lynn.goldman@
browardschools.com

Certificates, Custom Training Davie
Lynn Goldman
754-321-5728

lynn.goldman@
browardschools.com

Certificates, Custom Training Hollywood
Lynn Goldman
754-321-5728

lynn.goldman@
browardschools.com

Educational Institution Locations Phone Website/EmailDegrees/Programs

Broward Technical Colleges

Associates, Bachelors, Certificates, Custom Training Fort Lauderdale, Hollywood 954-780-8317 citycollege.edu

Educational Institution Locations Phone Website/EmailDegrees/Programs

Other Institutions

Photo Courtesy of Broward College

http://www.barry.edu
http://www.devry.edu
http://keiser-education.com
http://flrec.ifas.ufl.edu
http://www.phoenix.edu
http://browardschools.com
http://browardschools.com
http://browardschools.com
http://www.citycollege.edu
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